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February 16, 2023

To Our Partner University
Center for Japanese Language and Culture
Osaka University

JAPANESE GOVERNMENT (MONBUKAGAKUSHO: MEXT) SCHOLARSHIP FOR
2023JAPANESE STUDIES STUDENTS PROGRAM, OSAKA UNIVERSITY

This is to inform you that we are now accepting applications for the 2023 program for
Japanese Studies Students (Nikkensei Program). Please read the attached application
guideline etc. over carefully and send the documents listed below to the Center for Japanese
Language and Culture, Osaka University by March 5, 2023.

Since 2018 fall enrollment, our Nikkensei Program has been designed for 11 months from
October to August, although it used to be 12 months program.

Furthermore, from 2019 fall enrollment, applicants need to submit Certificate of Japanese
Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) of Level N2 or higher than Level N2, or our prescribed
Japanese Language proficiency verification with the following necessary documents.

In addition, Osaka University Minoh Campus moved to the Semba-higashi area of Minoh
City in April, 2021.

The application form is also to be made available on the MEXT website.

(Application form) MEXT website
https://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/koutou/ryugaku/1412890_00009.htm

DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED

(1) Application form with applicant’s photo (two-sided copying)

(2) Certificate of university enrollment

(3) Certified academic record of the university currently enrolled

(4) Recommendation letter from the representative of the affiliated institution to the
president of Osaka University

(5) Recommendation from the applicant’s academic advisor (using the prescribed form from
Osaka University)

(6) A copy of the applicant’s passport or an attested copy of applicant's family register

(7) Certificate of Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) of Level N2 or higher than
Level N2, or Japanese Language proficiency verification by a language instructor of the
university. (using the prescribed form from Osaka University)

(8) Questionnaire for online/ telephone interview. Please submit it separately by e-mail by
February 28 (Tue)

(9) Questionnaire for Air-Ticket to Japan

(10) Application Checklist / Cover Letter

(11) A document which proves that the applicant has been studying Japanese language or
Japanese culture for one year or more (this is only to be submitted by applicants whose
transcript does not show that he/she has studied Japanese language or Japanese
culture for one year or more)

ADDRESS FOR SUBMISSION BY POST

Center for Japanese Language and Culture

Osaka University (Minoh Campus)

3-5-10 Semba Higashi, Minoh, Osaka 562-8678 Japan

CONTACT

Center for Japanese Language and Culture

E-mail nikkensei2023@cjlc.osaka-u.ac.jp Phone +81-72-730-5075
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APPLICATION NOTES

Note that this program is not an exchange program. Osaka University will carry out the
selection process and make the recommendations to MEXT. The number of those to be

recommended is scheduled to be approximately 29.
The final results of the successful candidates are scheduled to be announced around June.

<IMPORTANT>

Although the application deadline is March 5 (Sun), all applicants are required to submit
the questionnaire (attached separately) via email by February 28 (Tue) for online/telephone
interviews (Scheduled on March 9, 2023 and March 10, 2023) to be conducted by Osaka
University.

Please read the following information and the attached documents (“Application Guidelines”
etc.) over carefully before proceeding to the application.

1. QUALIFICATIONS
Please note the following information and applicants must have qualifications as the
below (1) through (8).

(1) Applicants must be an undergraduate at a foreign (non-Japanese) university, majoring
in fields related to the Japanese language or Japanese culture, at the time of arrival in
and leaving Japan.

The "Japanese Studies Program” is a program for academic study in Japan for
international students interested in enhancing their understanding of the Japanese
language, Japanese affairs and Japanese culture. The purpose of the scholarship is to
promote mutual understanding and deepening friendly ties between Japan and other
countries through the application of advanced knowledge regarding Japan’s language
and culture. Those who are majoring in subjects other than Japanese language or
Japanese culture, who only wish to pursue complementary studies in Japanese language
or Japanese culture should not apply.

Furthermore, this program is targeted at university students who will return to the
country of origin after studies at Osaka University. This course will not accept graduate
students, students in their last year at the university, or students who are scheduled to
finish their courses at their original university before this program is completed.

(2) Applicants must have the nationality of a country that has diplomatic relations with
Japan. An applicant who has Japanese nationality at the time of application is not
eligible. However, the applicant who is living in a country other than Japan and is a
Japanese national who holds dual citizenship, he/she will be eligible to apply if they
choose their foreign nationality and renounce their Japanese citizenship by the date of
arrival in Japan.

(3) Applicants with official recommendations from partner universities (Inter-University
Agreements and Inter-Faculty Agreements) are eligible.

For more information about the number of recommendations, please visit the website
of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).



Applicants need to submit an official recommendation from the representative of the
affiliated institution (President or Dean) to the president of Osaka University.

(4) Applicants must be born between April 2, 1992 and April 1, 2004.

(5) Applicants are required to acquire a “College student” (ryugaku) visa when they come
to Japan.

(6) Applicants who have studied Japanese language or Japanese culture at a university for
more than one year, as of September 2023, will be eligible. (2nd year/sophomore or
older)

Those who have passed Japanese language Proficiency Test Level N2 or higher than
Level N2 or have Japanese language proficiency equivalent to or higher than Level N2
of JLPT evaluated by a language instructor of home university.

(7) Applicants must not simultaneously apply for this Nikkensei program through other
university.
Please do NOT apply simultaneously to other universities nor apply for another program
through a Japanese Government (MEXT) scholarship scheme. Otherwise, all candidates
for the Nikkensei Program of Osaka University will be declined by Japanese
Government (MEXT).

(8) Applicants should not be scheduled to receive a scholarship from another institution of
their country or any other foundations.

2. DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED

(1) The application form (5 pages) should be submitted using two-sided copying (the reverse
side of page 1 should be page 2, and that of page 3 should be page 4).

(2) Certificate of university enrollment and so on attached with the application should be
written in Japanese or English, or translations into either of these languages should be

attached if they are written in other languages. These documents should be A4 size.

(3) Please mark all subjects related to Japanese language or Japanese culture in the
certified academic transcript with @, so that they can be easily recognized.

3. NOTES
(1) The age of the applicant should be his/her age as of April 1, 2023.

(2) If an applicant is accepted as a grantee, he/she will be in Japan from October 2023 to

August 2024. Please keep this in mind and write his/her expected date of graduation
(month and year).

(3) Both the year and month of entrance and completion should be written in the academic
background section.




